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Virtual lab brings science to
life

If you have ever wondered what life was like as a
19th Century biologist, now i1s your chance.
German sclentists are creating a virtual laboratory
on the internet to give people the opportunity to
study the laboratory work of ploneering
researchers.

The rich collection of maternals digitised for the
project will act as a centre for scholars studying
the history of science. But surfers will also be ahle
to try out some classic experiments for
themselves. The virtual laboratory 15 due to open
later this year,

Sven Dierg, the man behind the virkual laboratory
project at the Max Planck Institute for the History
of Science in Berlin, said the initial plan was to
create a 30 model of du Bois-Reymond " s
physiological institute that people could explore
and learn about via the web,

The institute was established in Berlin in 1837
and its work helped to free biology of lingering
vitalist ideas which assumed living arganisms
were powered by a "life force”, But this project
was eventually deemed to be too costly, Now,
instead of an entire institute, Dierig and his co-
workers are planning to build an online laboratory
that acts as an educational tool and an ongoing
research resource,
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